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March 12, 2021 

 

Dear Members of the Herricks School Community, 

 

It’s hard to believe, but we are approaching the one year anniversary of the onset of the Covid 

pandemic, the resulting lock-down, and closure of our schools. It’s safe to say that no one could 

have fully predicted the myriad changes to our way of life brought about by the virus. As we 

pause and reflect, we remember and honor the family, friends and loved-ones that we have lost 

over the past year. Their loss is both moving and staggering, and gives us new perspectives about 

both the challenges and joys of living each day to the fullest. We have had to sacrifice the little 

things that we took for granted, such as going out to dinner, or experiencing theater, a concert or 

a sporting event with friends and family. However, our time at home has resulted in a deep 

appreciation of the importance of family. The challenges of everyday life over the past year have 

also made us stronger and more resilient. We have been weary, but we are strong and look ahead 

to a bright future. We have endured a great deal of sacrifice and loss, but we have also grown 

close and become more empathetic as people. Our community has come together in many ways 

to support one another. I am humbled and proud to be a part of such a generous community. 

 

As a school district, we have learned a good deal that has promoted great progress over the past 

year. We are very fortunate indeed, given that many students across our nation have yet to return 

to in-person learning. In terms of health and safety, our students have displayed an amazing level 

of compliance with our safety protocols, and we have had fewer positive Covid cases than most 

school districts in Nassau County.  We have been focused on the mental health and social-

emotional growth of our students throughout the year, and our students are learning, thriving, 

and achieving at high levels in all of our academic programs. Our high school and middle school 

students are now returning to sports programs, and are experiencing the joy and comradery they 

bring. While we still have more to accomplish, our Covid safety protocols need to remain in 

place for now, as we are headed toward what we hope will be some semblance of normalcy over 

the summer. We can clearly see a path forward and a light at the end of the tunnel! 

 

I would like to thank everyone for your efforts in contributing to our success as a school district. 

Our teachers and TA’s have shown amazing professionalism and have done extraordinary work 

in quickly learning new teaching techniques. They, along with our school counselors and mental 

health professionals, have nurtured our students during this most challenging time. Our dedicated 

Board of Education and talented team of administrators have displayed courage, compassion and 

leadership. Our school nurses have gone above and beyond the call of duty, caring for our 

students as though they were their own, meticulously engaging in contact tracing and following-

up with families when needed.  The district support staff of custodians, food service workers, bus 

drivers, secretaries, teacher aides, and monitors have worked tirelessly on behalf of our students. 



 

 

Our parents have been remarkable partners in supporting our efforts and assisting in the 

education of their children while at home, often deftly balancing parenting with careers and other 

responsibilities. Of course, our great Herricks students themselves have been delightful, flexible 

and resilient, hardworking and very patient through it all. We are blessed and privileged to be 

able to work with them through their educational journey. It has been a remarkable year that we 

will all look back on in the future with a great deal of pride and satisfaction for what we have 

accomplished together! We look forward to the future with passion, optimism, and grateful 

appreciation.   

 

Regards, 

 

Fino M. Celano, Ed. D.  

Superintendent of Schools 

 
 

 

 
 


